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AROUND DOWNER
Downer Community Association (DCA) Newsletter 
Issue: November 2013
IMPORTANT DATES: 
· Monday 18th November 2013 7.30pm: Annual General Meeting
· The DCA Management Committee meets at 7pm on the 1st Monday of every month at the Downer Community Centre. All Downer residents are welcome.
___________________________________________________________________________________
	DCA Annual General Meeting


The AGM of Downer Community Association is to be held at 7.30pm on Monday 18th Nov. All members and Downer residents are welcome to attend, and we urge you to do so. Find out what has happened in the past year, and choose the Committee which manages the Community Centre. Hear what is happening at the Downer Shops!
	WHAT’S ON AT THE AGM?
· Refreshments & nibbles
· Presentation of Convenor’s report
· Presentation of Treasurer’s report and Audited Accounts for 2012-13
· Information on redevelopment of the Shops site and old School site

· Information on the impact of light rail on transport in Downer
· Election of Management Committee for 2014


The members of the 2013 Committee are:

Jane Ahern

Denys Garden
Amit Barkay

Patti Kendall
Miles Boak

Caroline Le Couteur
Brian Callahan

Chris Paterson
Di Fielding

Stephen Sedgwick
The AGM is the opportunity to elect the 2014 Committee. Why not join the Committee yourself or nominate someone you think can contribute to its operation? Nomination forms are available on the DCA website (www.downercommunityassociation.org/) and will be available at the AGM.
	Following a recent decision of the Committee, Minutes of the Management Committee’s monthly meetings are now on the DCA website.

	Development in Downer


The DCA tries to keep an eye on changes that are occurring in the suburb, and make representations to government planners on behalf of residents. Matters on which the DCA has already made or is making submissions include:

· Redevelopment of the Downer shops

· Redevelopment of the old Downer Primary School site

· Development at Blocks 22 & 23, Section 39, Downer (90 & 92 Blacket St)

· Capital Metro Light Rail study

	Old Downer Primary School site


Representatives of the DCA have met several times with the Economic Development Directorate to get the best outcomes for Downer residents on issues such as development density, retention of green space, provision of services, parking, traffic, public transport, etc. DCA has also argued that any commercial part of the development should not compete too strongly with the refurbished Downer shops.

	We need your feedback

We always try to act in the best interests of Downer residents. To help us do this, please read the accompanying document, “Downer Old School-Site and Local Centre Redevelopment”, which provides an opportunity for feedback on redevelopment of the old Downer Primary School site. Please take the time to return your comments to the DCA as suggested on the sheet. Your comments will help the DCA Committee properly reflect your views when making submissions to the Government.
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	Downer Primary School in the 1970s. This space is a valuable resource for Downer residents. How do you think it should be developed? Please send us your comments to ensure we know what residents would prefer on the site.


	Plans for the Downer Shops


The news is good! Final approval for the development plans has been given, and work is expected to start in November. There may be some disruption around the Centre during the renovation. One of the first tasks will be to remove the old asbestos sheet roof, so there will be restrictions on access to the area. Hopefully, all work will be completed around the middle of 2014. You can find out more at the AGM on 18th November.
	Community Centre activities


The Downer Community Centre hosts a number of community activities. If you would like to take part in any of these activities, check the Centre noticeboard or our website for times and contacts. The Centre Coordinator, Jingwen Wang, can be contacted at the DCA Office for all matters to do with the Downer Community Centre. Please phone 6249 6443 - leave a message and you will be contacted promptly. You can also email on downercentre@gmail.com. 
Note that bookings for private parties are not accepted.
General information on the Centre, hiring of rooms and other matters of interest to Downer residents is available on our website: www.downercommunityassociation.org/
	Watson Jubilee


Remember when we had our 50th Anniversary celebrations in 2010? This year it is the turn of Hackett and Watson. Hackett celebrations were held in September, but those for Watson will be held on 16th November (see below). Why not help our neighbouring suburb celebrate?
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All are welcome to join in the community festivities
at the

Weartsen G%ug/i'jee Celebration
% at the WA::dON SHOPS 7%%3
& The Spring Fling

// at MAJURA PRIMARY SCHOOL

ALL DAY





The Watson Community Association has commissioned a history of Watson which will be available next year. If you would like a copy, you can pre-order by emailing watsoncommunityassociation666@gmail.com. Cost is expected to be approx. $15 per copy.
There are close connections between Downer and Watson, as CSIRO Dickson Experiment Station, which covered all of what is now Downer, also covered part of present Watson.
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	Land Army worker on CSIRO Dickson Experiment Farm, early 1940s. This area is probably in present Watson, as there is nowhere in Downer with a hill similar to that shown in the background.
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